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Fraudulent Scam 

 
 
On April 21, 2009, a resident of Monterey contacted the Police Department after 

receiving a letter advising that they had won $450,000 in an international 

sweepstakes contest.  Enclosed with the letter was a check for $4800 that was to 

be used to pay for “taxes” incurred for winning the prize.  The check was made 

out to a person purported to be the recipient’s “tax agent” in Canada, presumably 

the person who would oversee the payment of the taxes.  The recipient was 

instructed to call another person, their “claims agent” in Canada, before using the 

check.  It is believed that the “claims agent” would try to obtain personal 

information from the recipient, to include a bank account or credit card number. 

 

The Monterey Police believes this is a fraudulent scheme and wishes to remind 

everyone that offers like this should be viewed as to good to be true.  We 

recommend that anyone receiving an offer like this conduct research on the 

internet to see if there is information identifying the offer as fraudulent.  When in 

doubt, a report should be filed with their local police department. 

 

For further information, please contact Sergeant Frank Russo at 831.646.3819. 
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